
  
 
 

 
Dr. Virginia Hatfield received her Bachelor of Arts in History at Texas Tech 

University in 1993, her Master of Arts in Anthropology (specializing in 
Archaeology) in 2001 from the University of Kansas, and her Doctorate degree in 
Anthropology (specializing in Archaeology) in 2006 from the University of Kansas. 
From January 2005 to June 2006, Dr. Hatfield taught at Texas Tech University in 
the Department of Sociology, Anthropology, and Social Work. 

Her interest in archaeology began in 1992 with her participation in the 
Texas Archeological Society Rock Art Recording Task Force at Rattlesnake Canyon, 
Seminole Canyon in the Trans-Pecos region of West Texas, and Hueco Tanks in 
West Texas. Between her Bachelors and her Masters degrees she worked in 
contract archaeology, traveling from Indiana to Arizona. She continued to work in 
contract archaeology during and following her graduate studies in Ohio, Alaska, 
Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma, and Texas.  

Dr. Hatfield participated in the first female-led expedition to the western 
Aleutian Islands, the Western Aleutian Archaeological and Paleobiological Project 
(WAAPP), funded by the National Science Foundation, from 1998-2001. She also 
worked with Central Aleutian Archaeological and Paleobiological Project (CAAPP-
1999, 2006). The work on Attu and Shemya in the western Aleutians as well as 
work on Adak in the central Aleutians were combined with artifact analysis and 
contract work in 2001 and 2003 with the Museum of the Aleutians on Hog Island, 
Amaknak Island, and Unalaska Island in the eastern Aleutians to produce her 
dissertation, Historical Continuity from Shemya to Dutch Harbor (2006).  

From 2007 to 2012, Virginia worked for Prewitt and Associates, Inc. as a 
project archaeologist, which involved directing fieldwork, conducting artifact 
analyses, and writing reports. Her experience with Prewitt included managing 
testing at eleven sites in 2007-2008 and data recovery at three sites in 2010 within 
the US Highway 271 relief route along the southwestern portion of Mt. Pleasant, 
Texas. With twenty years of professional experience in archaeology, Dr. Hatfield 
has extensive experience as a field archaeologist, both as a crew person as well as 
a supervisor working on Section 106 and archaeological research projects in Texas, 
Oklahoma, Kansas, Missouri, Indiana, Ohio, New Mexico, Arizona, and France.   

In addition to the many technical reports prepared for cultural resource 
management projects, Dr. Hatfield has published in Current Research in the 
Pleistocene, Arctic Anthropology, and Human Biology, as well as co-editing the 
volume The People Before: The geology, paleoecology and archaeology of Adak 
Island, Alaska (2012). Her research includes the prehistory of the Aleutian Islands 
in Alaska as well as the prehistory of hunter-gatherers of the central and southern 
plains, Caddo Indian prehistory, and lithic technology. 
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